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March 27, 2020  
 
Dear Families, 
 
Earlier this week, the closure of Southbridge Public Schools was extended to May 4, per               
order of Governor Bake due to the Covid-19 pandemic. Additionally, Governor Baker issued a              
“stay at home” advisory. As I have mentioned in our previous updates, we remain committed               
to supporting students and families at this unprecedented time of change. We will continue to               
provide frequent updates through the district website, by automated calls, and through email             
from district staff. In particular, we will have more educational enrichment material available             
on our website in the coming days and weeks. We recommend that you check back often.  
 
Our community-based meal program is considered an essential service under Governor           
Baker’s current “stay at home” advisory. Additionally, we put a high priority on serving              
Southbridge families in this way. We are committed to providing what resources and             
consistent support we can at this unusual time. Yesterday, we served 629 meals and each               
day we see increased participation in the meals program. We recently learned that the              
distributor who provides milk for our meals will no longer be available, and we recognize the                
challenge that this represents and are working on solutions to address this change. 
 
During the upcoming weekend, you can find a variety of resources on our website about how                
to talk to your children about the Covid-19 pandemic, along with other educational and              
support materials that may help families create predictability and stability during the school             
closure. We will keep you updated with information as it becomes available and you can send                
any questions to help@southbridgepublic.org or call (774) 318-1696.  
 
The district continues to provide student meals in the community at Eastford Road School,              
West Street Elementary School, and Charlton Street School from 11 a.m - 1 p.m Monday               
through Friday. Residents of Brookside Terrace will continue to have meals available within             
the complex.  
  
Safety procedures will be in place to limit the gathering of individuals at sites where student                
meals will be distributed. Each meal site will have a dedicated location where meals will be                
made available. We will ask that when picking up meals individuals maintain approximately 6              
feet distance from others and follow the directions of individuals providing the meals. School              
buildings will not be open or accessible during the mandatory closure. You can call each               
school for information if needed. Please be patient with the return of calls, as we are                
receiving a high volume of calls at this time. 
 
Preventive Measures 
 
Preventive measures, such as washing your hands, remain the best line of defense for 
individuals and communities. If you are not able to wash your hands, use hand sanitizer. 
Cover any cough or sneeze with a tissue or your sleeve (not your hands), stay away from 
people who are sick, and stay home if you are sick.  

.  
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Our official communications channels are your best source of information. These include the 
district website, automated phone calls, and emails received from school and district 
leadership.  
 
For more information on the coronavirus, please see the attached fact sheet from the 
Massachusetts Department of Public Health both in English and in Spanish. 
 
The State of Massachusetts also provides detailed information about the current outbreak of 
Covid-19, or the coronavirus on the Mass.gov website (mass.gov) 
 
You can also get updates and information about Covid-19 from the Centers for Disease 
Control website (CDC.gov). 
 
 Regards,  
 
Jeffrey A. Villar, Ph.D.  
Receiver/Superintendent  
Southbridge Public School 
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