
Introduction 
 

The Southbridge Public Schools has a commitment to enhancing and 

sustaining a safe and healthy learning environment for all. As such we are 

committed to providing all students with a respectful environment that is free 

from bullying and cyberbullying, where all school community members treat 

one another with respect and appreciate the rich diversity in our schools. A 

safe learning environment is one in which every student develops emotionally, 

academically, and physically in a caring and supportive atmosphere free of 

intimidation and abuse. 
 
The Southbridge Public Schools goal of a safe and healthy learning 

environment is an integral part of our district’s comprehensive efforts to 

promote learning and enable students to achieve their personal and 

academic potential. Our approach is to eliminate all forms of bullying and 

harmful behavior that can impede the learning process through a multi-

tiered strategy that includes prevention, effective and compassionate 

intervention, and community-wide collaboration. 
The Southbridge Public Schools recognize that certain students may be more 

vulnerable to become targets of bullying, harassment, or teasing based on 

actual or perceived characteristics, including race, color, religion, ancestry, 

national origin, sex, socioeconomic, status, homelessness, academic status, 

gender identity or expression, physical appearance, or sensory, disability, or 

by association with a person who has or is perceived to have one or more of 

these characteristics. The school or district will identify specific steps it will 

take to create a safe, supportive environment for vulnerable populations in 

the school community, and provide all students with the skills, knowledge, 

and strategies to prevent or respond to bullying, harassment, or teasing.   
 
This Bullying Prevention and Intervention Plan incorporates a 

comprehensive approach for preventing, intervening, and responding to 

incidents of bullying, cyberbullying, and retaliation. The Southbridge Public 

Schools is committed to working with students, staff, families, law 

enforcement agencies, and the community to prevent issues of violence. 
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