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October 8, 2020  
 
Dear Families 
 
Early this morning, we made the determination that all students at the middle high school will 
engage in remote learning due to power outages throughout the district.  Notice of these 
power outages came at 6:15 am.  This represents a breakdown in communication that is 
currently being addressed.  I recognize the inconvenience that this caused and will take steps 
to address it. Please accept my apologies.  
 
As you may also know, Southbridge has been placed in the “red” category for average daily 
incidence rates of COVID-19 in the most recent weekly report from the Department of Public 
Health. Communities in the red category have an average of more than 8 new cases per 
100,000 people over a period of two weeks. This week’s report indicates that Southbridge 
has an average daily incidence rate of 8.9.  This indication of the “red” category is not the 
reason for today’s switch to remote learning.  
 
We do not plan to close school buildings at this time, beyond the time of the current power 
outage. We continue to consult with the Southbridge Board of Health and have been told that 
we should monitor our status in the “red” category for several weeks.  I will continue to 
collaborate with the Southbridge Board of Health and town leaders to monitor the situation 
and to plan accordingly.  
 
As of this morning, we have not had any positive cases of COVID-19 among students and 
staff.  Although we have successfully implemented important safety measures to prevent the 
spread of COVID-19, it is likely that we may see positive cases as time goes on.  When that 
happens, we will notify families promptly and with full transparency. If a case of COVID-19 
occurs in any of our schools, we will notify direct contacts of that student or staff member and 
all families at the school where the case occurred. I will continue to provide frequent updates.  
 
Thank you for your patience with today’s unusual circumstances. If you have any questions 
about COVID-19 and the schools, you can contact your school, write to 
help@southbridgepublic.org, or call and text (774) 601-0082.  
 
Thank you,  
 
Jeffrey A. Villar, Ph.D. 
Receiver/Superintendent 
Southbridge Public Schools 
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