
Southbridge Public Schools
132 Torrey Road,  Southbridge MA 01550 Telephone:  (508) 764-5450

March 26, 2021

Dear Families,

This week we saw another decrease in the average daily incidence rate of COVID-19 for
Southbridge, which means that we have been out of the “red” category for several weeks. We
have also had fewer cases to report within the schools, which is a very encouraging trend. As
we head into spring, we have several updates to share.

Return To In-Person Learning

All students in grades six through twelve will return to school on Monday, April 26.  This
eliminates the hybrid model of learning in our secondary schools. The Department of
Elementary and Secondary Education recently required all students in grades K-8 to return
no later than April 28, 2021. Southbridge students in grades K-5 are not impacted by this
change because hybrid learning was not used at the elementary level this year and unlike
many communities, our elementary schools were able to remain open safely for in-person
instruction five days a week since the start of school. It is important to note that both at
the elementary and secondary levels, students who are currently in remote learning
can continue to stay in remote learning until the end of the current school year.

For families of students in grades six through twelve, it is important for you to take our brief
return to school survey, which is available on the homepage of our website in English and in
Spanish Your feedback on this short survey will help us in planning around spacing, meals,
and other important details about the school day as students return to classrooms. For
families of students in hybrid learning, if we do not receive your survey response, we will
assume that your child is returning to in-person instruction five days a week.

The switch to in-person learning by more students will likely require the district to shift to the
Department of Elementary and Secondary Education regulation of maintaining three feet of
social distancing rather than the six feet of distancing that the district has utilized so far.  This
change will also impact the spacing of seating on school buses.  If you have any questions,
please contact us at help@southbridgepublic.com.

Elementary Report Cards

Second trimester elementary report cards are now available in the Aspen Family Portal.
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You can find report cards on the right side of your page in the Aspen Family Portal, under
"Published Reports" when you log in. Click on “Report Card - Elementary School” to
download the PDF.  If you need help logging into the Aspen Family Portal, please contact
your student’s school.  If you have children in more than one school, you only need to call
one of the schools because you have one account for all children in your household.

Kindergarten Registration and Dual Language

Kindergarten registration for Fall 2021 is now available. Any child who will be five years old
on or before August 31, 2021 can register. You can call our Family Welcome Center at (508)
764-5414 or you can fill out a form on our website in English and in Spanish to begin the
process of kindergarten registration. Also on our website, you will find a list of documents that
are required for registration.

Families registering for Kindergarten will also receive information about our Dual Language
program. All Southbridge families with children entering kindergarten are eligible to apply for
the program, which is chosen by lottery among those who express interest. The Dual
Education program admission lottery is open until May 28. The program is open to children
who speak English, Spanish, or other languages, as well as children who are already
bilingual. To learn more about this program, you can attend our virtual information session on
Wednesday, March 31. For details about the information session, please see our website  or
contact DualLanguage@southbridgepbulic.org.

Climate Survey

Throughout the month of April, we will be offering our annual Culture and Climate survey.
This survey is offered to parents, students, and staff members to understand the
social-emotional environment in our schools and to measure our progress in providing a safe
and positive learning environment.  You will receive information about this survey from your
child’s school and you can also find it on our website after April 1st. We will also provide you
with information on how to access this survey by email and on our website throughout the
month of April.

I hope you have a restful weekend and enjoy the start of Spring. As always, you can send
questions about any aspect of school to help@southbridgepublic.org or
ayuda@southbridgepublic.org.

Regards,

Jeffrey A. Villar, Ph.D.
Receiver/Superintendent
Southbridge Public Schools
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