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April 22, 2020 

 
Dear Families, 
 
This week Governor Baker announced the closure of all public and private schools in Massachusetts               
through June 30, 2020. This means the Southbridge Public Schools will not be returning to school for                 
the remainder of this academic year. 
 
While this news is disappointing, we know it is the most socially responsible decision, given the extent 
of the COVID-19 outbreak in our nation. I wanted to provide important special education updates 
regarding Southbridge’s continued response to these difficult measures: 
 
1. Special Educators and related service staff will continue to provide weekly Distance Learning plans 
for our students that address IEP goals and objectives based on the district’s Educational Packets.  The 
packets can be found on the district website as well as at each of the Food stations located at the 
elementary schools in town.  Students receive Distance Learning Plans via email from their student’s 
special education teacher.  If you have not received a copy of this plan, please let me know. 
 
2. Our speech and language department has begun exploring Tele-therapy as a way to provide direct 
speech and language services for those students in need of articulation therapy.  It is a work in progress 
and we are excited to implement this new platform in order to meet the needs of our students. 
 
3.  Virtual team meetings are up and running through Google Hangouts.  Currently we are working to 
reschedule missed annual review meetings from March and early April. Thank you to everyone who is 
able to participate either by video or phone.  Unfortunately, we are not able to conduct evaluations 
during the shutdown, so for now we are not able to hold initial and/or re-evaluation meetings unless the 
testing was completed before the shutdown.   Thank you for your patience during this time, and know 
that as soon as it is safe to, we will begin conducting evaluation testing. 
 
4.  There have been some questions about our Extended School Year services.  At this time, we do not 
know if, or when we will be having summer programming.  Stay tuned for further information. 
 
Please know that we will continue to support, advocate and communicate with each and every one of                 
you.  
 
Thank you, 
Karen Giangregorio 
Director of Special Education 



 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 


