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October 2, 2020  
 
Dear Families, 
 
As we finish the third week of school, I’d like to thank teachers and staff, students, and                 
families for successfully learning and implementing new routines in a short period of time. At               
every school, we have seen students respecting social distancing instructions and using            
masks appropriately to keep themselves and their peers healthy. Even our youngest students             
at the elementary schools are adapting quickly to new routines with the support and              
encouragement of teachers and staff. This is no doubt a reflection on the efforts of parents                
and guardians at home and collaboration between families and teachers.  
 
As you may know, Southbridge is currently in the “yellow” category on the weekly COVID-19               
report, released by the Department of Public Health. I’d like to assure you that we continue to                 
work closely with the Southbridge Board of Health to assess all data that is available on the                 
spread of COVID-19 in our community. At this time, our schools remain safe for the hybrid,                
remote, and in-person learning models we are using. According to current guidance from the              
Department of Elementary and Secondary Education (DESE), the Massachusetts         
Department of Public Health, and our local Board of Health, a closure of schools would occur                
only under consideration of a variety of data points that reflect a sustained pattern over time.  
 
So far, we have not sent any students home from school due to COVID-19. When we have a                  
case of COVID-19 in any of our schools, we will notify direct contacts of that student or staff                  
member and all families at the school where the case occurred. While none of us want to see                  
a single case of COVID-19 within our community or schools, it is likely that as time goes on                  
we may. That is why remaining vigilant with our safety protocols is so important. Also               
important is remaining transparent and communicating regularly about the COVID-19 status           
of our schools.  
 
I am pleased to let you know that we expect a delivery of 300 Chromebooks to the district                  
within a week. We have also filled all of our bus monitor positions and are able to supply                  
every bus with a staff member who can be sure that students get on the correct bus and that                   
social distancing and other measures are adhered to during the rides to and from school.  
 
Finally, I’d like to remind families that the 21st Century after school program has extended its                
registration period for the middle school program. Registration for this program will be open              
until all slots are filled. The 21st Century afterschool program at West Street School is full.                
Please contact Jasmine Rivas at jrivas@southbridgepublic.org with any questions.  
  
Aspen Family Portal and District Communications 
 
We will continue to provide you with updated information throughout the school year. It is               
important that every family has access to the ASPEN Family Portal. The district will use this                
system to send report cards and other information. If you do not have access to the portal                 
you can contact your child’s school to get information on how to use the system. You will                 

.  

mailto:jrivas@southbridgepublic.org


also find announcements on our website, on our official social media accounts, and through              
other communication channels such as email and phone calls. If you would like to update               
your contact information or confirm that we have the correct email address and phone              
number for your family, you can write to help@southbridgepublic.org or          
ayuda@southbridgepublic.org. You can also call or text (774) 601-0082 with updates to your             
contact information. For questions about your student’s schedule, please contact the school            
directly.  
 
 
 Regards,  
 
Jeffrey A. Villar, Ph.D.  
Receiver/Superintendent  
Southbridge Public Schools 
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