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August 14, 2020  
 
Dear Families, 
 
I would like to once again update you on our planning for the 2020 - 2021 school year. This                   
week we are wrapping up our outreach to individual families to gather their thoughts about               
the reopening of schools, which will help to advise our final plan for reopening school. I know                 
that you are anxious to know more as soon as possible and I am committed to providing you                  
with this information as soon as DESE approves the release of our planning document, along               
with a summary of what it means for you and your family. I’d like to thank you for your                   
patience in the face of the uncertainty that the COVID-19 pandemic has introduced to this               
process.  
 
As you may know, this week, Governor Baker publicly released a new map to classify the 
rate of COVID-19 cases in MA communities. The Weekly COVID-19 Public Health Report 
map will be updated each Wednesday by the Department of Public Health and can be  found 
at this link:  COVID-19 Weekly Public Health Report. This document provides a color-coded 
rating for each Massachusetts community, based on the rate of new cases over the past two 
weeks.  The Department of Elementary and Secondary Education has used this system to 
provide expectations for school districts in regard to reopening:  
 

 
 
 
 
 

.  

https://www.mass.gov/info-details/covid-19-response-reporting#covid-19-weekly-public-health-report-


At the present time, Southbridge is coded as GREEN which indicates that a full-time, 
in-person, or hybrid model of learning would be appropriate. We plan to post the weekly 
rating for Southbridge on our website and closely monitor DPH reporting to ensure we adhere 
to our Guiding principles:  (1)  Develop a plan that is safe for our students and for all of our 
staff members, and (2) Deliver the highest quality educational experience for students as 
possible.  
 
Next week, or once we receive approval from the Department of Elementary and 
Secondary Education,  we expect to announce plans for the start of the school year.  
There are many details to consider, including transportation, food distribution, classroom 
organization and building cleaning/sanitizing requirements.  I am grateful that so many SPS 
staff members have come forward to be part of the planning process and I am confident that 
the final outcome will be responsive to both the needs of Southbridge families and any 
changing data on the pandemic.  
 
The first day of school for students in grades 1-12 remains Monday, September 14. Teachers 
play an unmistakably vital role at this uncertain time. As they return to their school buildings 
for professional development and support beginning on August 24, they will find that they can 
begin training for the new year in safe conditions that allow for appropriate physical 
distancing and the proper use of personal protective equipment (PPE). This is in line with one 
of our key guiding principles related to health and safety for our whole learning community.  
 
As we have said in previous letters, some families have indicated that they do not feel                
comfortable sending their children back to school in person due to concerns about             
COVID-19. In response, we would like to assure you that we intend to provide families with a                 
remote learning option when school begins. We will provide you with information on how to               
request that option soon, along with more information about the upcoming school year. 
 
We remain committed to providing families with accurate, timely information that provides as             
much stability as possible and helps your family to plan for the school year.  
 
Family Welcome Center 
 
If you need to register a student who is new to the district, including incoming kindergarten                
students, you can still do so through the Family Welcome Center at 25 Cole Avenue. When                
you arrive, call (508) 764-5414 ext. 405 and provide your name and phone number. You will                
be directed to wait in your car until you receive a call to come into the building. Only one                   
parent or guardian should enter. Please wear a mask and use hand sanitizer upon entering.               
If you don’t have a mask, one will be offered to you onsite. If you have children with you, a                    
staff member will come to your car with the paperwork. For a full description of our enrollment                 
process and the required documentation, please see our website.  
 
Communication During the Summer Break 
 
As a reminder, we are committed to providing you with updates as they become available.               
You will find announcements on our website, on our official social media accounts, and              
through other communication channels such as email and phone calls. If you would like to               

 

https://www.southbridgepublic.org/enrollment


update your contact information, or confirm that we have the correct email address and              
phone number for your family, you can write to help@southbridgepublic.org or           
ayuda@southbridgepublic.org. You can also call or text (774) 601-0082 with updates to your             
contact information.  
 
We are committed to providing students in Southbridge with rich opportunities for learning 
under any circumstance. Thank you for your patience and hard work during this unusual time. 
 
Please continue to have a safe and enjoyable summer. 
 
 Regards,  
 
Jeffrey A. Villar, Ph.D.  
Receiver/Superintendent  
Southbridge Public Schools 
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