
Southbridge Public Schools
132 Torrey Road,  Southbridge MA 01550 Telephone:  (508) 764-5450

April 9, 2021

Dear Families,

Students are returning to the classroom and most will return to full time in-person learning by
Monday, April 26th. Families have selected to move their students from remote learning to
in-person or hybrid models regularly throughout the school year already. For this reason, the
upcoming  mandated return to in-person learning will not represent as much of a challenge.
As a reminder, students who have been enrolled in fully remote learning have the option to
stay in remote learning until the end of the year. However, it is important for us to know what
your family plans for the return to school so that we can plan classroom size, bus routes,
lunch periods and more.  If you have not notified your child’s school about what model of
learning you will select, please fill out our survey which is available in English and in Spanish
before Friday, April 16.

As I have mentioned before, the switch to in-person learning by more students will likely
require the district to shift to the Department of Elementary and Secondary Education
regulation of maintaining three feet of social distancing rather than the six feet of distancing
that the district has utilized so far.  I expect that you might have many questions, especially if
your child has been in remote learning for the entire school year. The safety of three-feet
social distancing at this time has been supported by research and we would be happy to
answer any questions you have. Please reach out to help@southbridgepublic.org or
ayuda@southbridgepublic.org

The change to in-person learning will also impact bus routines, including the lifting of
distancing requirements and capacity limits on buses, in line with the most recent
transportation guidance. Although the capacity limits based on COVID-19 have been lifted for
buses, all other measures such as mask-wearing, ventilation through bus windows, and
hand-sanitizing will remain in place. If we were to move to the “red” category, these guidelines
could change for students in the secondary schools. As usual, we are here to help you
understand these changes and to make the transitions that are necessary. Please reach out
with any concerns or questions if you need support to help@southbridgepublic.org or
ayuda@suthbridgepubic.org.

Climate Survey

Throughout the month of April, we will be offering our annual Culture and Climate survey.
This survey is offered to parents, students, and staff members to understand the

.
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social-emotional environment in our schools and to measure our progress in providing a safe
and positive learning environment.  This survey only takes about ten to fifteen minutes.
Taking the time to provide your honest feedback helps us to progress as a district and to
provide the best learning environment possible.  Parents and guardians received an email
with a link to the parent survey.  You can also call your child’s school for information about
how to access the survey or email Jen Bouckaert (jbouckaert@southbridgepubic.org) with
any questions.

I hope you have a restful weekend and enjoy the spring weekend. As always, you can send
questions about any aspect of school to help@southbridgepublic.org or
ayuda@southbridgepublic.org.

Regards,

Jeffrey A. Villar, Ph.D.
Receiver/Superintendent
Southbridge Public Schools
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