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June 25, 2020  
 
Dear Families, 
 
As summer vacation begins, I would like to share how we will stay in contact with you for                  
updates on what school will look like in the fall. This is an ongoing matter of discussion                 
dependent on many factors, such as data on the transmission of Covid-19 as the summer               
progresses. In any circumstance, we will update you on a regular basis, with an increase in                
available information expected in August.  
 
As you may be aware, the Department of Elementary and Secondary Education (DESE) has              
released initial guidance on how schools should plan for different conditions that could             
develop over the summer. As a result, our conversations about how to approach school in the                
fall focus on three possible scenarios: in-person learning with new safety requirements,            
remote learning, or a combined model of both in-person and remote learning.  
 
As we formalize contingency plans for each of these scenarios, our focus is on the health and                 
safety of the learning community, including students, teachers, and staff. I recognize that the              
school closures have been disruptive to families and I’d like to acknowledge your hard work               
and perseverance during this past school year, as we adapted to a historic closing of school                
buildings due to Covid-19.   
 
Additionally, I would like to remind you of the following announcements about technology and 
summer programs.  
 
Chromebooks 
 
During the initial school closures due to the Covid-19 pandemic, we saw firsthand the inequity               
that lack of access to technology causes many of our students. Fortunately, we have been               
able to take advantage of savings from our transportation budget to help the district move to                
a one-to-one computing model of instruction. This means the district will have enough             
Chromebooks to support assigning one to every student.Teachers will begin to receive            
training on the effective use of technology for remote instruction and this support will continue               
for the next school year.  
 
This increase in access to technology will help to assure that all of our students have a fully                  
supported learning experience in the 2020 - 2021 school year and beyond, regardless of              
whether we adopt an in-person, distance learning, or hybrid model of instruction. 
 
We plan to have the Chromebooks ready for the start of the next school year. We realize that                  
even with a Chromebook, some families will also need help with access to the internet and                
we also hope to have solutions for that problem in place for the fall.  
 
Summer Programs, Summer Reading, and Meals 
 

.  



This summer, we are pleased to continue our community meals program without interruption.             
During the school closure, we provided meals to Southbridge children weekdays from 11 a.m.              
to 1 p.m. at Eastford Road School, Charlton Street School, West Street School, and              
Brookside Terrace. For the summer, we will continue to serve meals on this schedule at               
these locations. You can pick up breakfast and lunch at these sites regardless of which               
school your student(s) will be attending in the fall.  
 
Summer Reading lists have been released for each elementary grade level, for middle school              
students, and for high school students. Paper packets with these lists and related learning              
activities are available at all of the meal sites. You can also find links to the summer reading                  
lists on our website.  

We hope that these summer reading lists and suggested activities will help to provide you 
with some enjoyable learning time during the summer. The summer reading list is a great 
way to continue reading with your child and to support their learning in the next few months. 

Many of the books can be found at Jacob Edwards Library in Southbridge. You can call the 
library at (508) 764-5427. The library is still helping people get books during all phases of 
closure due to Covid-19, so you can talk to a librarian at any time during business hours. You 
can also search Google or another search engine for electronic access or to find ways to get 
the books online 

We would also like to share that we will continue to offer our 21st Century Summer programs 
in a virtual environment. The programs run from July 6th to August 7th and include sections 
for incoming middle school students, incoming second through fifth grade students, and 
incoming kindergarten and first grade students.  The deadline for the middle school program 
has been extended to Friday, June 26. This program has been extended to include incoming 
sixth, seventh, and eighth grade students. For more information, contact Jasmin Rivas at 
jrivas@southbridgepublic.org or by phone at (401) 249-0516. 

Aspen Family Portal and Report Cards 
 
We are pleased to announce that you now have access to the Aspen Family Portal, which is 
an online system that allows you to access report cards and other important information. You 
should have received an email that provides you with information about how to log into the 
Aspen Family Portal. If you did not receive this email, please contact 
FamilyPortal@SouthbridgePublic.org or call your school’s family liaison with any questions. 
Information about the Aspen Family Portal is also available on our website and social media. 
If you need to update your email or other contact information, you can also call your school’s 
family liaison or send an email to FamilyPortal@Southbridgepublic.org. 
 
Communication During the Summer Break 
 
Finally, we’d like to assure you that we will provide you with timely updates this summer                
about what school will look like when students return in the fall. You can find information as it                  
becomes available on our website, on our official social media accounts, and through other              
communication channels such as email and phone calls. If you would like to update your               
contact information, or confirm that we have the correct email address and phone number for               
your family, you can write to help@southbridgepublic.org or ayuda@southbridgepublic.org.         
You can also call or text (774) 601-0082 with updates to your contact information.  
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We are committed to providing students in Southbridge with rich opportunities for learning 
under any circumstance. Thank you for your patience and hard work during this unusual time. 
 
Please have a safe and enjoyable summer. 
 
 Regards,  
 
Jeffrey A. Villar, Ph.D.  
Receiver/Superintendent  
Southbridge Public Schools 
 
 
 

 

 


