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Hello Students and Families,  
 
On the following pages,  you will find Summer Reading recommendations for students of 
Southbridge Public Schools. Teachers have listed book titles and authors for each grade level 
along with some fun activities and project ideas. We encourage students to read all summer and 
to continue to engage in any learning projects they can throughout the summer.  
 
We recognize that trying to support your children over the past few months while they learn from 
home has been very difficult. We hope that these summer reading lists and suggested activities 
will help to provide you with some enjoyable learning time during the summer. The summer 
reading list is a great way to continue reading with your child and to support their learning in the 
next few months.  
 
Many of the books can be found at Jacob Edwards Library in Southbridge. You can call the 
library at (508) 764-5427.  The library is still helping people get books during all phases of 
closure due to Covid-19, so you can talk to a librarian at any time during business hours. You 
can also search Google or another search engine for electronic access or to find ways to get the 
books online.  
 
Please encourage your child to maintain a reading log and/or complete some of the suggested 
activities that we list here. Any work you do to complete the readings or projects will be 
recognized at the start of the new school year. Students should write their names on reading 
logs or projects and bring these items back to school when we return in the fall. We are excited 
to see what you’ve done! 
 
As a reminder, the last day of school is June 24, 2020. 
 
If you have any questions, or you don’t understand something, please feel free to reach out to 
your teachers. We are here to help you! You can also send general questions or concerns to 
ayuda@southbridgepublic.org .  
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Hola estudiantes y familias, 
 
En las siguientes páginas, encontrará recomendaciones de lectura de verano para estudiantes 
de las Escuelas Públicas de Southbridge. Los maestros han enumerado títulos de libros y 
autores para cada nivel de grado junto con algunas actividades divertidas e ideas de proyectos. 
Alentamos a los estudiantes a leer todo el verano y continuar participando en cualquier 
proyecto de aprendizaje que puedan durante todo el verano. 
 
Reconocemos que tratar de apoyar a sus hijos en los últimos meses mientras aprenden en 
casa ha sido muy difícil. Esperamos que estas listas de lectura de verano y actividades 
sugeridas ayuden a proporcionarle un tiempo de aprendizaje agradable durante el verano. La 
lista de lectura de verano es una excelente manera de continuar leyendo con su hijo y apoyar 
su aprendizaje en los próximos meses. 
 
Muchos de los libros se pueden encontrar en la Biblioteca Jacob Edwards en Southbridge. 
Puede llamar a la biblioteca al (508) 764-5427. La biblioteca todavía está ayudando a las 
personas a obtener libros durante todas las fases de cierre debido a Covid-19, por lo que puede 
hablar con un bibliotecario en cualquier momento durante el horario comercial. También puede 
buscar en Google u otro motor de búsqueda acceso electrónico o encontrar formas de obtener 
los libros en línea. 
 
Anime a su hijo a mantener un registro de lectura y / o completar algunas de las actividades 
sugeridas que enumeramos aquí. Cualquier trabajo que haga para completar las lecturas o 
proyectos será reconocido al comienzo del nuevo año escolar. Los estudiantes deben escribir 
sus nombres en los registros o proyectos de lectura y traer estos artículos a la escuela cuando 
regresemos en otoño. ¡Estamos emocionados de ver lo que has hecho! 
 
Como recordatorio, el último día de clases es el 24 de junio de 2020. 
 
Si tiene alguna pregunta o no comprende algo, no dude en comunicarse con sus maestros. 
¡Estamos aquí para ayudarte! También puede enviar preguntas o inquietudes generales 
ayuda@southbridgepublic.org . 
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Southridge High School Summer Reading 
 
Hello Students!  
 
Your Southbridge teachers are missing you and are so excited to start the school year 2020-2021 strong with a fun 
summer reading project. We will be completing activities with the books when we return to school but the best part is, 
when you complete the project, you can earn 1 credit toward graduation! 
 
Here’s how it works: 

1. Choose ONE  book from the list below (access it from Google Classroom, the digital link, or the library).  
2. Complete ONE of the projects on the following pages by the end of summer. 
3. Come to school ready to dive into class discussion! 

 
For more information, join our Summer Reading Google Classroom with the following code: ix6v2qh 
 
Have an AMAZING summer, and we’ll see you next school year! 
 

Book Options 
Flight by Sherman Alexie 
Zits, who calls himself “a time traveling mass murderer” is a foster child, having spent the majority of his life moving from one 
negative or abusive family experience to another. His friend, Justice, introduces Zits to a new way of thinking, and to the idea of 
committing random violence. In the middle of a mass shooting in a downtown Seattle bank, Zits is suddenly transported to the past 
and thrust into the body of a stranger. The story confronts Zits' feelings of vulnerability as a misunderstood teenager, an orphan, and as 
a biracial person with Native American ancestry. 
 
The Freedom Writers Diary by Erin Gruwell 
In 1994, an idealistic first-year teacher in Long Beach, California named Erin Gruwell confronted a room of “unteachable, at-risk” 
students. After intercepting a note with an ugly racial caricature she angrily declared that this was precisely the sort of thing that led to 
the Holocaust. Met by uncomprehending looks,  as none of her students had heard of one of the defining moments of the 20th century, 
she rebooted her entire curriculum, using treasured books such as Anne Frank’s diary as her guide to combat intolerance and 
misunderstanding. Her students began recording their thoughts and feelings in their own diaries, eventually dubbing themselves the 
“Freedom Writers.” Excerpted from Amazon.com 
 
Animal Farm by George Orwell 
Manor Farm is like any other English farm, expect for a drunken owner, Mr Jones, incompetent workers and oppressed animals. Fed 
up with the ignorance of their human masters, the animals rise up in rebellion and take over the farm. Led by intellectually superior 
pigs like Snowball and Napoleon, the animals how to take charge of their destiny and remove the inequities of their lives. But as time 
passes, they realize that things aren't happening quite as expected. Excerpted from Amazon.com:  
 
When I Was a Puerto Rican by Esmeralda Santiago 
Esmeralda Santiago's story begins in rural Puerto Rico, where her childhood was full of both tenderness and domestic strife, tropical 
sounds and sights as well as poverty. Growing up, she learned the proper way to eat a guava, the sound of tree frogs in the mango 
groves at night, the taste of the delectable sausage called morcilla, and the formula for ushering a dead baby's soul to heaven. When 
her mother, Mami takes off to New York with her seven, soon to be eleven children, Esmeralda, the oldest, must learn new rules, a 
new language, and eventually take on a new identity. Excerpt from Latinasleyando.com: 
 
Time Machine by Wells      Digital copy:                       Spanish Version, Free pdf:   
When an English Scientist, known only as the Time Traveller, invents a machine that can travel through time, the most logical 
outcome would be to test such a machine. After a trial run that saw him travel three hours into the future, the Time Traveller pushes 
further into the future to year 802,701, where he meets a mellow race of humans called the Eloi. Soon he discovers that the Eloi are 
not the only human race left on earth…” Excerpted from the back cover of Time Machine by HG Wells 
 
Dune by Frank Herbert.        Digital copy:                         Spanish Version Free pdf:  
“Set on the desert planet Arrakis, Dune is the story of the boy Paul Atreides, heir to a noble family tasked with ruling an inhospitable 
world where the only thing of value is the “spice” melange, a drug capable of extending life and enhancing consciousness. Coveted 
across the known universe, melange is a prize worth killing for.... When House Atreides is betrayed, the destruction of Paul’s family 
will set the boy on a journey toward a destiny greater than he could ever have imagined. And as he evolves into the mysterious man 
known as Muad’Dib, he will bring to fruition humankind’s most ancient and unattainable dream. “ excerpt from Amazon.com 
 



Southridge High School Summer Reading 
DIRECTIONS: Choose one project to complete for your final independent novel project.  You will be required to hand in 
your final project within the first week of school.  

 

1. Characters 
Choose your two favorite characters 
from the novel. Create a physical 
representation of them (can be clay, 
cardboard, etc. Write a paragraph for 
each explaining who they are as a 
person; what their role is in the story, 
what they like/dislike, love/ fear, etc. 
Use text evidence from the novel to 
support your decisions. 

 

2. Word Collage 
Write the title of the book in the 

center of a sheet of paper. Then look 
through magazines and newspapers 

for words, phrases, pictures, and 
sentences that illustrate something 

about the novel. You will need at 
least 50 words or phrases and cover 
the whole sheet of paper.  The visual 
impact of the collage should tell the 
reader a lot about the book. Write 

one paragraph on the back explaining 
your choices. 

3.  Awards  
Create an award for each of the main 

characters (at least 3) in the novel 
based on their actions. One might be 
“Most Courageous” for fighting peer 

pressure, or “Wisest” for the 
guidance he or she gave other 

characters. For each award, write one 
paragraph for each that explains why 
that character deserves this award. 

 

4. Playlist 
Create a 10 song playlist that would 
be on one of the character’s phones. 
What songs would they enjoy? Songs 

MUST be school appropriate. For 
each song, write 2-3 sentences 
explaining why your characters 

would choose those songs. 
 

5. Letter to the Author 
Write a letter to the author of the 
book explaining to him or her why 
you think he or she wrote the book 

and what he or she was trying to 
show through the book. Be sure to 

explain what you got out of the book, 
including whether you enjoyed it or 

not and why. Ask them any questions 
you still have.  

6.  Book Cover 
Create an alternate book cover for 
your novel. Think about the most 

important scene, themes, characters, 
colors, etc. when creating your 

design. Every choice you make needs 
to have a reason. Write one 

paragraph explaining why you made 
your choices. 

 

7. Set the Scene 
Create a 3-D diorama or mobile that 
shows the characters, setting, and 

theme of the novel. Write one 
paragraph explaining your choices. 

 

8. Poetry 
Write 3 poems that express the 
setting, characters, events, and 

themes of the novel.  The poems 
must contain at least 12 lines each 
and use poetic devices rather than 

plain language to convey your 
message. 

9. Free Choice 
Describe the project you would like 

to complete in writing. This MUST be 
teacher- approved before you begin. 

 

 

 

 
 


